Kinder Fun Maidanek   (Children of Maidanek)

This sculpture is based on the poem by the famous Yiddish writer Aaron Zeitlin, written in 1946. The poem was written right after the war. The title of the poem is a "Post-Maidanek Dream" and is about how this great Yiddish writer spends sleepless nights - agonizing nights - sobbing out the names of Jewish children who were slaughtered in the infamous Nazi murder camp at Maidanek:

Blimeshi. Toybeshi. Rivele.

Leahnyu. Feygenyu. Perele.

Khatskele. Motele. Kivele.

Hershele. Leybele. Berele.

Shayeshi. Khayeshi. Goldeshi.

Mendelekh. Gnendelekh. Mindelekh.

I count in the sleepless nights

The names of little Jewish children.

Where are you Moishelle?

Where is the light that' shined in your eyes?

Where are you Sorelle? Where are your pretty  

braids? 

Kopele, Where is your little head? 

Where is your little hand Yentele?

Your little leg, Feygele?

You are smoke, Yentele's little hand. 

You are ash, Kopele' s little head. 

Later in the poem, despairing that the Messiah did not come to save the Jews, Zeitlin’s poem continues: 

Womb of the Jewish body, remain Barren and empty! Empty and barren!

Turn around little Kopele - too bad, too bad for your head –

​Your coming is in vain!

 And, finally, at the end of the poem:

"Kopele waited.

The earth waited.

My gaze like stone,

Not knowing what to do,

Then I cried --​

And here you have my dream."

My sculpture memorializes the children who were murdered. It reflects Zeitlin's poem, and has no head, no arms, no legs. And no womb - there are, and will be, no children of Maidanek. It is the grey stone of his smoke and ashes. 

But my sculpture also depicts the strength of the torso as a symbol of the rebirth of the Jewish people after the Holocaust, something Zeitlin hinted at in his later poems.  The title of the sculpture is carved into the stone in Yiddish, but with the letters in reverse so it can be read only with a mirror. This, in deference to Zeitlin's anger at God ( in Jewish homes, during mourning, mirrors are always covered) .

